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This past cold, snowy Christmas Eve, while many folks were warming themselves with eggnog by the fire, a special group of local volunteers were warming the heart and soul of Baltimore’s homeless population. At least 150 people of all ages (at least 40 from Severna Park) spent most of the day on December 24th delivering 14 U-Haul truckloads of food, clothing, blankets, and other goods to 11 homeless shelters in Baltimore. The items were donated by churches, organizations, schools and individuals, and sorted by volunteers in the days leading up to the delivery. The Woods Church Youth Group donated new blue jeans to the cause, while Benfield School’s Human Relations Committee contributed two vanloads full of sleeping bags, coats and other effects. Many children, some as young as 7, participated in the delivery, passing out bag lunches, candy, gloves and hats. The undertaking, the 19th Annual “Giving Back – A Homeless Mission” Holiday Drive, was directed by Linda Greenberg of Crownsville. Ms. Greenberg’s inspiration for this mission evolved from a life-changing experience she had as a child. While in Washington, DC, she saw a homeless man crouched on the cement in the snow. Her mother directed her to give him her hat, gloves, and scarf. The significance of that simple act had an impact on her life that motivated her to create the mission that now sends homeless children to camp, creates enormous Thanksgiving meals, does yearly collection drives and emergency deliveries, and is even starting a mobile dental service. Her only remuneration is the exhilarating joy that comes from helping others. Severna Park High School Sophomore Caitie Ridgely, a two-year veteran of the drive, has a similar point of view. She states, “I thought about all the presents that my family and I get under the Christmas tree, and how lucky we are. It was important to me to give back to society, and Christmas was the perfect time to do it.” Shipley’s Choice resident Steve Anstett, the Volunteer Coordinator for the mission, became involved last year after he received a frantic email from a friend. The email stated that three of the promised trucks had been abruptly cancelled, and the mission desperately needed to acquire three replacement trucks. Without hesitation, Mr. Anstett donated enough money to cover the cost of one truck and in true 21st century-style he forwarded the email to his contacts in Shipley’s Choice. Astonishingly, in less than a day, over $1,200 was raised! Mr. Anstett, who is VP of Marketing for American Wood Moulding and also a busy father of Roby and Zach, and devoted husband to wife Sue, declares, “I never realized how great the need was until I went out last December. It really opened my eyes.” Seeing destitute men and women literally living on the street in 25-degree weather leaves almost no one untouched. Whether homeless because of mental illness, drug abuse, or simply rotten luck, most of the recipients of the coats and gloves expressed gratitude and greeted the volunteers with kindness and appreciation, rather than resentment. Mr. Anstett observes, “I find it very satisfying to see the gratefulness in the faces of the recipients. I must add that I am impressed with the number of young people who return each year to do this delivery. The kids who volunteered have no bias to the streets and no fear.” Indeed, they didn’t recoil as they placed shiny Hershey Kisses into cold and calloused hands, and they smiled as they slipped caps onto heads fraught with hardship... not an easy chore. Last year the deliveries lasted until 1:00am, and it was about 25 degrees. This year was just as cold, but deliveries began earlier and were more efficient. Linda Greenberg can always use more volunteers. If you are interested in becoming involved, or if you know a high school student who is looking for a meaningful way to earn community service hours, check out her website at www.homelessdrive.com, or leave a message for her at 410-841-6280. 


